
Lakshmi Vilas Palace

The term Maharaja Palace actually refers to a series of palaces in Vadodara, 
Gujarat, India, constructed since the Gaekwad a prominent Maratha  family 
started ruling the Baroda State. The first one was a building known as the 
Sarkar  Wada.  This  building,  not  really  a  palace,  was  given  up  for  the 
Nazarbaug  Palace built in old classical style.

After this the Lakshmi Vilas Palace, an extravagant building of the Indo-
Saracenic school, was built by Maharaja Sayajirao Gaekwad III in 1890 at a 
cost of GBP 180,000. Major Charles Mant was the architect.

It is reputed to have been the largest private dwelling built till date and four 
times the size of Buckingham Palace. At the time of construction it boasted 
the most modern amenities such as elevators and the interior is reminiscent 
of a large European country house. It remains the residence of the Royal 
Family, who continue to be held in high esteem by the residents of Baroda.

Its ornate Darbar Hall, which is sometimes the venue of music concerts and 
other cultural events,  has a Venetian mosaic floor, Belgium stained glass 
windows and walls with intricate mosaic decorations. Outside of the Darbar 
Hall  is  an  Italinate  courtyard  of  water  fountains.  The  palace  houses  a 
remarkable collection of old armoury and sculptures in bronze, marble & 
terracotta by Fellici. The grounds were landscaped by William Goldring, a 
specialist from Kew Gardens. The palace is open to the public and an audio 
tour is available.

The  Palace  "compound"  covers  over  700  acres  (2.8 km2)  and  houses  a 
number of buildings,  particularly the Moti  Baug Palace and the Maharaja 
Fateh Singh Museum building. Packs of langoors & peacocks can also be 
spotted around the palace compound.



The  Museum  building  was  constructed  as  a  school  for  the  Maharaja's 
children.  Today  a  large  number  of  works  of  art  belonging to  the  Royal 
family have been displayed in the museum. The most remarkable of these is 
the  fabulous  collection  of  the  paintings  of Raja  Ravi  Varma,  who  was 
specially  commissioned  by  the  then  Maharaja  of  Baroda.  The  collection 
includes portraits of the Royal family in addition to the paintings based on 
Hindu mythology for which Raja Ravi Varma was famous.

Sayaji Baug/Kamati Baug

Sayaji  Baug is  a  garden located  in  Vadodara, Gujarat, India.  Sayaji  Baug 
was dedicated to the citizens of Vadodara by Maharaja Sayaji Rao Gaekwad 
III in 1879. Sayajirao III built Sayaji Baug, well known as Kamati Baug, on 
the river Vishwamitri. Sayaji Baug is the largest garden in Western India, 
stretching over 113 acres (0.46 km2). It  has a rich flora of more than 98 
species  of  trees.  The  garden  is  home  to  the Baroda  Museum  &  Picture 
Gallery, the Sardar Patel Planetarium, and the Sayaji Baug Zoo.



The Sardar Sarovar Dam

The Sardar  Sarovar  Dam is  a gravity  dam on  the Narmada 
River near Navagam, Gujaratin India. It  is the largest  dam and part of the 
Narmada Valley Project, a large hydraulic engineering project involving the 
construction  of  a  series  of  large irrigation and hydroelectricmulti-purpose 
dams on the Narmada River. The project took form in 1979 as part of a 
development scheme to increase irrigation and produce hydroelectricity.

One of the 30 dams planned on river Narmada, Sardar Sarovar Dam (SSD) 
is the largest structure to be built. It has a proposed final height of 163 m 
(535 ft)  from  foundation.[2] The  project  will  irrigate  more  than 
18,000 km2 (6,900 sq mi),  most  of  it  in drought prone  areas 
of Kutch and Saurashtra.  The  dam's  main  power  plant  houses  six 
200 MW Francis pump-turbines to generate electricity and afford a pumped-
storage capability. Additionally, a power plant on the intake for the main 
canal  contains  five  50 MW Kaplan  turbine-generators.  The  total  installed 
capacity of the power facilities is 1,450 MW.

Amul is an Indian dairy cooperative, based at Anand in the state of Gujarat, 
India. The word amul  is  derived from the Sanskrit word amulya,  meaning 
invaluable.  The  co-operative  was  initially  referred  to  as Anand  Milk 
Federation Union Limited hence the name AMUL.
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Formed in 1946, it is a brand managed by a cooperative body, the Gujarat 
Co-operative Milk Marketing Federation Ltd.  (GCMMF),  which today is 
jointly owned by 3 million milk producers in Gujarat. 

Amul spurred India's White Revolution, which made the country the world's 
largest producer of milk and milk products. In the process Amul became the 
largest food brand in India and has ventured into markets overseas.

Dr Verghese Kurien, founder-chairman of the GCMMF for more than 30 
years (1973–2006), is credited with the success of Amul. 

Champaner-Pavagadh  Archaeological  Park, 
a UNESCO World Heritage Site
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Champaner-Pavagadh Archaeological Park, a UNESCO World Heritage 
Site, is located in Panchmahal district in Gujarat, India. It is located around 
the historical city of Champaner, a city which was built by Sultan Mahmud 
Begada of  Gujarat.  The  heritage  site  is  studded  with  forts  with  bastions 
starting  from  the  hills  of Pavagadh,  and  extending  into  the  city  of 
Champaner.  The  park's  landscape  includes  archaeological,  historic  and 
living cultural heritage monuments such as chalcolithic sites, a hill fortress 
of an early Hinducapital, and remains of the 16th-century capital of the state 
of Gujarat. There are palaces,  entrance gates and arches, mosques, tombs 
and  temples,  residential  complexes,  agricultural  structures  and  water 
installations  such  as stepwells and tanks,  dating  from the  8th  to  the  14th 
centuries.  The Kalika  Mata  Temple,  located  on  top  of  the  800  metres 
(2,600 ft)  high Pavagadh Hill,  is  an  important Hindu shrine  in  the  region, 
attracting large numbers of pilgrims throughout the year. 

The  transition  between  Hindu  and  Muslim culture and architecture in  the 
late 15th to early 16th century is documented in the park, particularly the 
early Islamic and pre-Mughal

 city that has remained without any change. It was inscribed by UNESCO as 
a World Heritage Site in 2004.
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